
Without Skipping A Beat… 

Accent Pontiac is halfway through its second year in 

Pontiac! Here’s this year’s progress so far: 

 2 schools served 

 3 field trips 

 4 guest artist experiences 

 7 student performances 

 45 after-school participants 

 125 during-school participants 

 325 workshop participants 

 

A Note From Our Director, Tina Rowan 
On December 8, 2017, 10 student cohorts, made up of 
almost 200 Accent Pontiac participants, performed 
original compositions for their school communities. To 
me, the exciting part of this sentence is not “almost 200 
Accent Pontiac participants” (although that is exciting!) 
The exciting part to me is “performed original 
compositions.” In one week, our 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
grade students created and performed 10 original 
pieces of music. Wow! 

 

Our students created a diverse array of music. We had 
the inspirational “Pontiac is Coming Back,” a song of 
pride in the students’ home community. We had 
“Alcott,” a song about the students’ school community. 
We had “Plasma,” with lyrics inspired by the students’ 
most recent science lesson. We had “Winter is Coming 

on Christmas,” an ode 

to the season and 

holiday. We had “Our 

Teachers”, with 

testimonials about all 

Accent Pontiac 

teachers and guest 

artists. 

 

In this composition 

project, the 

students were the 

experts. Students 

created the 

rhythms, the melodies, the lyrics, and 

the form of the piece. Throughout the process, our 
students shared about the things that are important to 
them, the things they are learning about, the things they 
are thinking about, and created music around these 
topics. In this process, our students are learning to use 
their unique voices and to voice their opinions on the 
music they are creating. And the result of this process 
is magical.  

 

To watch the videos from these performances, visit our 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/accentpontiac or 

our Vimeo page: www.vimeo.com/accentpontiac.  

 
 

 

News to Note 
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Staff Update 

We are excited to announce two new members to the 

Accent Pontiac team: Sarah Cracknell and James 

Tyner. Learn more about Sarah and James at 

accentpontiac.org/staff. 

 

“The partnership with Accent 
Pontiac has allowed the 
Pontiac School District the 
opportunity to provide an 
awesome music program to 
our students on a consistent 
basis. The love of music that 
Accent Pontiac and their staff 
bring to our students is truly 
infectious.” – Dr. Leverette, 
Assistant Superintendent of 
the Pontiac School District 

“We love Ms. Tina so much. 
She brings love and 
instruments. Mr. Chris is 
generous and he brings love. 
Mr. Chris brings snacks for 
us” −Lyrics from a student-
written song about Artistic & 
Program Director, Ms. Tina 
and Site Coordinator & 
Community Liaison, Mr. 
Chris 
 

http://www.facebook.com/accentpontiac
http://www.vimeo.com/accentpontiac


  

    

Upcoming Events 
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Listening is Key 

In Accent Pontiac’s June Newsletter, you read about 
the importance of developing listening skills in children. 
Listening is crucial in making music! Here is a game 
you might play with your child to strengthen listening 
skills. 
  
Simon Says − This is a favorite for many of us, mostly 
because the person who is Simon gets to tell people 
what to do! The other players have to follow Simon’s 
directions only if the phrase “Simon says” is said first. 
For example, if your child is Simon, she might say, 
“Simon says take two steps backwards.” You and other 
family members who are playing would follow the 
directions and take two steps backwards. She might 
then say, “Simon says nod your head.” Again, you 
would all nod your heads. She might then say, “Raise 
your hand.” If a player raises his hand he is out, 
 because the leader did not say  
Simon Says before giving the  
direction. You can see how  
important it is to listen to  
Simon! 
 
We hope you will try this game.  
When children see that  
listening is important to you,  
it becomes important to them.  
  
 

Program Highlights 
 
November 15 & November 20: Bucket Band Performances 
Students in all five Accent Pontiac in-school bucket bands 
performed for their peers at Walt Whitman Elementary 
School during lunch time.  
 
December 4 − 8: Artists in Residence Workshop Week 
Accent Pontiac brought in three guest teaching artists from 
across the country to work with students at Walt Whitman 
and Alcott Elementary Schools for an intensive workshop 
week. The week ended in two Friday performances: an 
assembly at Whitman and an assembly at Alcott.     
 
January 8: Pontiac School Board Performance 
Accent Pontiac Performance Bucket Band and 
Intermediate Brass students showcased their talents and 
hard work at a Pontiac School Board meeting.  
 
February 2: Sphinx Honors Concert Field Trip 
Fourth grade students at Alcott Elementary School 
attended the Sphinx Honors Concert, a live competition 
concert for Black and Latino musicians under the age of 
18.  
 
February 14: Count Day 
Local Pontiac musicians John Boyd (drums) and William 
Cyprian (saxophone) performed during the lunch periods 
at Walt Whitman Elementary School on Count Day. 
 
February 20: Gratitude Steel Band Assembly 
Accent Pontiac hosted the Gratitude Steel Band in two 
assemblies at Walt Whitman Elementary School. This 
activity is funded in part by the Michigan Council For Arts 
And Cultural Affairs and the Michigan Humanities Council. 
 

For more information: 
www.accentpontiac.org | www.facebook.com/accentpontiac | www.vimeo.com/accentpontiac 

Tina Rowan, Artistic & Program Director | e: trowan@accentpontiac.org | p: (248) 847-3420 

“When I perform with 
Accent Pontiac, I feel 
proud and confident and 
want to keep 
performing! Since 
starting Accent Pontiac, 
I feel proud and 
confident a lot.” – 
Accent Pontiac Student 
 

March 4: Detroit Chamber Winds Performance 

March 29: Pistons Game Field Trip 

May 4: Pontiac Arts & Culture Crawl Performance 

May 7−11: Motor City Horns Residence Week 

May 12: Kirk Mission Conference Performance 

June 4−8: Artists in Residence Workshop Week 

More performances, field trips, workshops, and guest 
artists performances will soon be added to our calendar. 

Stay up to date on our website. 


