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The end of the 2018–2019 school year marked the successful conclusion of Accent Pontiac’s third 
full year in operation. It has been our privilege to partner with the Pontiac School District. Throughout 
the year, we have witnessed sustained growth in our students’ musical and performance skills. More 
importantly, we have watched them become increasingly more committed to their own learning and to 
each other’s success. We are excited to share some of the details in the following pages. 

One major accomplishment of the 2018-2019 year was the launch of Accent Pontiac’s second site at 
Alcott Elementary School, where students were introduced to woodwind and percussion instruments. 
We are proud of the response from our students and the progress they made throughout the year.

We are grateful to our donors, volunteers, and supporters, whose generosity has reached into the hearts 
of our students and teachers. Your contributions are lighting a future of possibilities for our children. 
Thank you!           

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Linda Ayres, Ph.D.    
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MISSION

2 
school 

partners

260
student 

participants 

11 
staff 

members

80
volunteers

Strengthening Pontiac’s youth and community through 
equitable access to intensive and consistent music making.



OUR PROGRAM

WALT WHITMAN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

During-school bucket band
2 days per week

After-school brass, percussion, 
and community time

4 days per week

During-school bucket band
2  days per week

After-school woodwinds and 
community time
2 days per week

ALCOTT 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

After-school choir
1  day per week

KIRK IN THE HILLS 
CHOIR 

PARTNERSHIP 

Social Change Through Music in Pontiac, MI



A YEAR IN REVIEW

38 weeks of
instruction 22 student 

performances

2 creative composition workshop weeks

7 guest artist 
events

5 field trips



Rock ‘n’ ARt$ WoRkshop Week
In May, 2019, Accent Pontiac partnered with nonprofit organization Funding the Future to bring rock 
band GOODING, hip hop duo The Reminders, and guest teaching artists from around the country 
to work with Accent Pontiac students for one week, composing a piece about financial literacy. 
Students performed their composition twice at the Flagstar Strand Theatre—first for over 450 
Pontiac Schools students and then for the Pontiac community as part of the Pontiac Arts Crawl.

“Learn how to save money, spend it wisely, 
budget, put some away, let it grow, 

teach your friends and family, let everybody know 
about the power, the freedom, let everybody know”

— Student Lyrics



In June, 2019, Accent Pontiac hosted 
Music at the Market, our first major 
fundraising event. Music at the Market 
featured Accent 
Pontiac students, 
showcasing their 
progress over 
the past year. 

Because of the funds raised at Music at the 
Market, we were able to add an in-school 
bucket band class at Alcott Elementary 
School, providing an additional 50 
students with access to music education.

Music at the Market Co-chairs: 
Karin Elias and Barbara Littleton

175+ 
attendees

$60,000+ 
raised

MUSIC AT THE MARKET



IMPACT
Music education has repeatedly been shown to have positive academic, 
cognitive and social benefits for students at a range of grade levels in 
a variety of school settings. Surveys of Accent Pontiac students and 
partner school staff reinforce both positive attitudes about and the 
benefits of Accent Pontiac programming in the Pontiac Schools.

 ^ Over 90% of Accent Pontiac students state that Accent Pontiac   
 makes them want to come to school and that Accent Pontiac is 
 one of the best parts of the school day. 

 ^ 99% of Accent Pontiac students say Accent Pontiac helps them 
 feel safe.

 ^ 100% of Accent Pontiac students believe their Accent Pontiac   
 teachers care about them.

“Accent Pontiac helps me to be prepared and brave, and I’ve 
learned to never give up on my dreams. By playing an instrument 
in Accent Pontiac, I am learning to be a better person.” 
— Accent Pontiac Student
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Joseph Cejka and 
Florence Cejka 

Foundation

THANK YOU TO OUR FUNDERS



Dr. Linda Ayres, President

Barbara Littleton, Secretary

Lee Gardner, Treasurer

Dorothy Deremo

Karin Elias

Dustin McClellan

Mike McGuinness

Tina Rowan
Executive Director
Mary Ann Mohring
Director of Resource Development
Alex Krawczyk
Program Manager/Lead Brass Teaching 
Artist
Tia Harvey
Lead Percussion Teaching Artist
Ryan King
Lead Woodwind Teaching Artist

Sarah Cracknell
Assistant Brass Teaching Artist
James Tyner
Small Group Lessons Teaching Artist
Chelsea Koziatek
Assistant Woodwind Teaching Artist
Kening Law
Site Coordinator
Natalie Frakes
Program Assistant
Ebony Simms-Peoples
Program Assistant/School Liaison

Rev. Dr. Nate Phillips

Anita Pinson

Sean Preston

Rev. Fernando Rodríguez

Dr. Joe Shively

Jayne Zellers

Tina Rowan, Executive Director

2018–2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2018–2019 STAFF



Accent Pontiac 
1340 W. Long Lake Rd.

Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

accentpontiac.org 

facebook.com/accentpontiac

AccentPontiac 

@AccentPontiac


